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MATRIX OF MAIN FUNDING SOURCES 
I. PROJECT FUNDS 
Name  Main Focus Eligibility Budget Web link and Deadline 
Mc Arthur Foundation 
Conservation and 
Sustainable Development   
 

-Conservation across large 
landscapes and seascapes 
-Building local institutional capacity 
in government and civil society for 
biodiversity conservation. 

Asia Pacific 
Eastern Himalaya,  
(Nepal, India, Yunnan 
Province, Bhutan) 
Lower Mekong (Vietnam, 
Lao, Cambodia)  
Melanesia (Fiji, Solomon, 
Vanuatu, New Guinea) 

Broad Range 
50,000 –  
1.500, 000 USD 
 
 

http://www.macfound.org/ 
Letter of Inquiry (L0I)  
Eastern Himalaya  
LoI: 1st July 2007 for March 2008 
grant,  
Lower Mekong,  
LoI: 15th August 2008 for March 2009 
grant,  
Melanesia 
LoI 2006, 2009, Proposal 2007. 2010 

HIVOS  
Biodiversity Fund  
 

-To stimulate sustainable production 
processes, while conserving 
biodiversity.  
-Grassroot level Initiatives with 
active role in international lobby and 
advocacy. 

Globally or regionally 
operating networks and 
civil society organizations 

Annual Budget 
1.8 million Euro 
(average 17 
projects/year) 

http://www.hivos.nl/ 
Phase 2: 2005 – March 2009 

David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation 
“Coastal Systems” 

-Promote sustainability in coastal 
systems; 
-Long-term conservation and 
responsible stewardship of important 
coastal-marine habitats; and  
-Help people improve their skills, 
tools, and knowledge. 

Western Pacific: Palau, 
the Federated States of 
Micronesia, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, 
Fiji, eastern Indonesia and 
Philippines 

Year 2007: 6 
awards, budget 
2.6 million USD 

http://www.packard.org/ 
Contact 
Bernd P. Cordes, bcordes@packard.org 
Follow the website for new information 
Review at any time 

Royal Society for 
Protection of Birds 
Asia Small Grants Program 

Focus on bird species/ habitats of 
global conservation concern. Assist 
in developing future potential of 
organizations and individuals. 

Asia £500 -£1,000 http://www.rspb.org.uk/international/co
nservation/asiagrants.asp 
ian.barber@rspb.org.uk  
Review at any time 

The Critical Ecosystem 
Partnership Fund 
(CEPF) 

Project that enable conservation 
action and builds capacity for 
sustainability in biodiversity 
hotspots, the Earth’s biologically 
richest and most endangered regions 

Asia Hotspots Eastern 
Himalayas, Indo-Burma 
Mountains of Southwest 
China, Philippines, 
Polynesia-Micronesia, 
Sundaland, Western Ghat 
and Sri Lanka 

No Limitation http://www.cepf.net 
Until available 
Letter of Interest then Project Proposal 

RAMSAR Small Grants 
Fund for Wetland 
Conservation and Wise Use 
(SGF) 

Implementation of the RAMSAR 
Convention and conservation of 
wetland resources. 

Countries on the List of 
Aid Recipients, 
developing countries and 
countries with economies 

Max: 32,000 
USD/project 

http://www.ramsar.org/sgf/key_sgf_ind
ex.htm 
30 June 2007, 2008 
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in transition  
IUCN Small Grants for the 
Purchase of Nature (SPN). 

Topic: threatened ecosystem, species, 
part of hotspot or ecological corridor. 
Activities: conservation and 
management of purchased area, 
improvement existing conservation, 
community awareness. 

Local NGOs from tropical 
countries 

Max: 85.000 
Euro 

http://www.nciucn.nl/english/funds/pur
chase/ 
(spn@iucn.nl) 
1 May and 1 September 2007 

IUCN Ecosystem Grants 
Program 

Emphasis on  
-combining / integrating conservation 
and poverty alleviation  
-multi-stakeholder involvement 

Local organizations in the  
Mekong Region (Thailand 
Cambodia, Vietnam, Lao 
PDR, Myanmar and 
Yunnan Province in 
China) 
Southeast Asia(Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines for 
2007) 

Max: 85,000 
Euro 

http://www.nciucn.nl/english/funds/egp 
Mekong Region: 1 October 2007 
South East Asia:1 March 2008 

IUCN Tourism and 
Biodiversity Micro Fund 

Sustainable tourism through 
biodiversity conservation and 
poverty alleviation 

Local NGOs, CBOs and 
local private sector 
companies of Lao PDR, 
Cambodia, Vietnam 
Thailand, Indonesia 

25,000Euro per 
project 

http://www.nciucn.nl/english/funds/bt/i
ndex.htm 
tourism@iucn.nl 
1 September 2007 

APFED (Asia-Pacific 
Forum for Environment 
and Development) 
Innovation Showcase for 
Sustainable Development. 

Innovative projects for sustainable 
practices related to: 
-innovative policies; 
-innovative technologies; and 
-innovative social practices toward 
the environment. 

Asia-Pacific Region 
 

Max: 30.000 
USD 

http://www.iges.or.jp/en/apfed/showcas
e/index.html 
15 July 2007 

Asian Waterbird 
Conservation Fund 
(WWF Japan). 

Projects  
-at sites important for migratory 
waterbirds in the East Asia – 
Australasian Flyway;  
-lead to the sustainable management 
andprotection of wetland at project 
site;  
-sustainable development of 
community living in and adjacent to 
sites of importance for migratory 
waterbirds; and  
-increase awareness of local 
community in and around site. 

NGOs and CBOs, 
academic and research 
institutes 

Max: 4,000 USD http://www.wwf.org.hk/eng/maipo/awc
f/ awcf@wwf.org.hk 
Deadline 31 October 2007, …annually 



UNEP-ROAP Funding Guide Biodiversity Asia Pacific Region 

Update 10th August 2007   3 

Keidanren Nature 
Conservation Fund 

-Provide habitat for a tremendously 
wide variety of wildlife 
-Nature conservation projects in 
training and promotion of deep 
understanding of environment issues 

NGOs in developing 
countries 

No limitation http://www.keidanren.or.jp/kncf/en/do
wnloads/grant2007e.pdf 
April 30 2008 
Follow website for new information 
charitabletrust@sumitomotrust.co.jp 

GEF & UNDP Small 
Grants Program (SGP) 

Biodiversity conservation while 
enhancing people's well-being and 
livelihoods 

NGOs and CBOs of Asia 
Pacific 

Max per project: 
50,000 USD; 
Avg: 20,000 
USD 

http://sgp.undp.org/ 
Contact national coordinator 
Open throughout the year 

Caritas Australia -Help oppressed people to rediscover 
their dignity by taking greater control 
over their lives 
-Projects designed and managed by 
local partners; programmatic 
advocacy work 

Developing countries 
worldwide 

100-100,000 
AUS$ 

http://www.caritas.org.au 
Open throughout the year 

Toyota Environmental 
Activities Grant Program 

Environmental technology and 
human resource development 
contributing to environmental 
revitalization and conservation 

NGOs, NPOs and other 
non-profit private groups 

Avg of 2006: 
130,000 USD; 
No limitation 

 

http://www.toyota.co.jp/en/environmen
t/ecogrant/program.html 
29 June 2007 

UK The Rainforest 
Foundation 

-Secure forest peoples' rights and 
livelihoods; 
-Protect and sustainably manage 
tropical rainforests 

Local organizations and 
indigenous peoples' 
associations (Indonesia) 

No limitation http://www.rainforestfoundationuk.org/
s-Projects. Follow website for new 
information 
 

IFAD International Fund 
for Agricultural 
Development - Indigenous 
Peoples Assistance Facility 

Fund micro projects and partnerships 
to promote the development of 
indigenous peoples and their unique 
cultural identity. 
 

Indigenous peoples' 
organizations and 
communities from IFAD 
developing member states 
 

10.000 – 30.000 
USD 

http://www.ifad.org/english/indigenous
/grants/index.htm 20th April 2007, 
indigenouspeoples@ifad.org  

The Christensen Fund Maintaining biological and cultural 
diversity backing indigenous and 
traditional stewardships 

World-wide (Melanesia- 
focus of 2007) 

Max: 200,000 
USD 

http://www.christensenfund.org/frame_
grants.html 
Pre-proposals: 31 March (1st half of the 
calendar year) and 31 August (2nd half 
of the calendar year) 

National Geographic 
Society Conservation 
Trust 

Support conservation 
projects/individuals who significantly 
contribute to preservation and 
sustainable use of  the Earth’s 
biological, ciltural and historical 
resources 

World-wide 15,000-20,000 
USD 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/co
nservation/grant_application.html#eligi
bility 
conservationtrust@ngs.org. 

US National Fish and Conservation of fish, plant, birds and Worldwide (including 50,000-300,000 http://www.nfwf.org/AM/Template.cf
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Wildlife Foundation 
Keystone Initiatives Grant 

wildlife habitat threatened and 
endangered species 

USD m?Section=Keystone_Initiatives_Grant
_Guidelines 
Preproposal: 1 September 2007 
Full proposal: 1 November 2007 
(Board decision by April 2008)  
Follow the website 

     
 
II. RESEARCH GRANTS/SCHOLARSHIP 
Name  Main Focus Eligibility (Who and Where) Budget Web link and Deadline 
Intl Foundation for 
Science Research Grants 
(IFS) 

Sustainable utilization, conservation 
or management of the biological or 
water resource. 

Young scientist from developing 
countries (see list online). 

Max: 12,000 
USD 

http://www.ifs.se/ 
30 June and 31 December annually 

UNEP WCMC 
Chevening Scholarships 
in Biodiversity 

Opportunity to spend a year at the 
Cambridge-based Center, and to work 
alongside WCMC experts on: 
Management of World Database on 
Protected Areas, Delivery of 
indicators for assessing progress in 
achieving 2010 Target, Provision of 
info services related to CITES 

Be fluent in English 
Come from developing country 
Between 25-35 years of age 
Hold first degree & preferably 
also postgraduate degree in a 
biological or environmental 
science 

9.139 
Pounds, incl. 
all 
allowances. 
Economy 
airfare to & 
from UK 

http://www.unep-
wcmc.org/latenews/jobs/chevening/A
dvert07.htm  
chevadmin@unep-wcmc.org 
21 April 2007 
Candidates shortlisted end May 2007 

Alcoa Foundation's 
Conservation and 
Sustainability Fellowship 
Program Practitioner 
Fellowship – Institute of 
International Education 

Conservation of Fragile Ecosystems 
and Biodiversity, Climate Change and 
Energy, Sustainability, Livelihoods 
and Economic Growth and Integrating 
Sustainability into Public Policy and 
Governance 

A mid-career professional 
employed by a non-
governmental organization 
(NGO) or similar-type 
organization, or a governmental 
organization that permits the 
acceptance of this type of award 

10 000 USD 
+ reimburse-
ment for 
travel 

http://www.alcoafoundationfellows.o
rg/page/pf2007/ 31 May 2007 
practitionerfellows@iie.org 

Rufford Small Grants for 
Nature Conservation 
(RSG Facility) 

Conservation of threatened habitat and 
ecosystem  
(12-18 months duration) 

Individual and small group–
preferably research in 
developing countries. 

Max: £5-
10,000 
Min:  £1,000 

http://www.rufford.org 
Throughout the year 

Mc Arthur Foundation 
Research and 
Development 
Grantmaking 

Develop new approaches to the 
practice of biodiversity conservation 
2 areas; Advancing Conservation in a 
Social Context, Adapting 
Conservation in the Face of Climate 
Change 

Melanesia (2007), Eastern 
Himalaya (2008) and Lower 
Mekong (2009) 

No 
limitation 

http://www.macfound.org/ 
For questions;  
4answers@macfound.org 
Melanesia (15 August, 2006); 
Eastern Himalaya (15 August, 2007) 

Global Map/GSDI Grant 
Program 

Develop Global Map and related 
product, which should be openly 
available to the public after finished. 

National mapping organization 
or national spatial data 
development organization 

50,000 USD http://www.esri.com/industries/sustai
nable_dev/grants; Open throughout 
the year 
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The Nippon Foundation 
of Japan Fellowship 
Programme throughout 
the network of Regional 
Seas Programmes and 
relevant partners. 
 

To provide advanced education and 
training in the field of ocean affairs 
and the law of the sea, and related 
disciplines including marine science, 
to government officials and other mid-
level professionals from developing 
States. 

Qualified individuals working 
within the Regional Seas 
Program (RSP) to undertake 
research/studies in fields of 
direct relevance to RSPs 
 

No specifics www.un.org/depts/los/nippon  
15 August 2007 for 2008-2009 
Fellowship 

Research Fellowship 
Program  
(WCS-BP) 

-Build capacity for next generation of 
conservationists through supporting 
individual field research projects with 
clear application to conservation of 
threatened wildlife and wildlife 
habitat.  
-Based on sound and innovative 
conservation science that encourage 
practices in conservation contributing 
to sustainable development. 

Individuals (25-35 years of age) 
of any nationality conduct field 
research in coastal developing 
State of Asia 
 
Grantees = professional 
conservationists from country of 
research /post-graduates 
pursuing higher degree 

Max: 25,000 
USD, Avg: 
10,655 USD 

 

http://www.wcs.org/international/rfp 
15 March and 15 September 
Annually 

Russel E Train 
Fellowships Graduate 
Level (WWF) 
 

Train Fellows receive financial 
support for education-related costs for 
a period of up to two years. Study can 
be at the master's or doctoral level and 
can take place anywhere in the world. 

Indonesia 
 

Max 20,000 
USD 

http://www.wwf-efn.org 
efn@wwfus.org 
February 28, 2007 

EFN Short Term Training 
Grants 
(WWF) 

Professional Development Grants for 
mid-career professionals; 
Conservation Workshop Grants for 
institutions that conduct conservation-
related training; and Alumni Grants 
for former EFN Scholars and Train 
Fellows 

Bhutan, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Lao PDR, Nepal, Vietnam. 
If Working in areas; 
China - Yangtze River Basin; 
Amur-Heilong, Philippines - 
Sulu-Sulawesi Seas, Thailand - 
Mekong River Basin. 

Range 
1,500-5,000 
USD 
(Training) 
1,500-7500 
USD 
(Workshop) 

http://www.wwf-efn.org 
efn@wwfus.org 
Throughout the year, first come first 
serve basis 
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ITTO 
Short term: 
Training courses, 
internships, study tours, 
participation conferences, 
… 
Long term: 
Techn document 
preparation, postgraduate 
studies (partial) 

Priority Areas 
-Improving transparency of 
international tropical timber market; 
-Promoting tropical timber from 
sustainably managed sources; 
-Supporting activities to secure 
tropical timber resources; 
-Promoting sustainable management 
of tropical forest resources; 
-Promoting increased and further 
processing of tropical timber from 
sustainable sources; and 
-Improving industry’s efficiency of 
processing and utilization of tropical 
timber from sustainable sources. 

Individuals only from National 
ITTO Member Countries (Asia 
Pacific, Africa, Caribbean Latin 
America). 

Max 10,000 
USD, Avg 
5,700 USD 
(depending 
on activities) 

http://www.itto.or.jp 
Fellowship Program 
Annually, 2 deadlines 
(selection) 
Spring March (Selection May) 
Start 1 Aug 
Autumn Sept (Selection Nov) 
Start 1 Jan 
Next 8 March 2007 and 5 September 
2007 

Royal Geographical 
Society Grants 

Geographical research, fieldwork and 
teaching 

Field-based researchers, research 
teams and school teachers, 
students (undergraduate, Masters 
and PhD) 

£350 -
£15,000 

http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Grants/
Grants.htm 
Differentiate according to different 
funds 

Small Grants Program 
(World Bank) 

Strengthen the voice and influence of 
poor and marginalized groups in the 
development processes 

Civil society organizations  Contact local World Bank country 
offices 
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Pacific Island 
Participation Fund 
NZAID 

To fund the attendance of Pacific 
Islanders in regional and international 
conferences to build their capacity to 
strengthen national sustainable 
development process 

Pacific Island Countries Cover 
travel, 
accommodat
ion, per 
diems and 
conference 
fees 

http://www.nzaid.govt.nz/pic/ 
PIC@nzaid.govt.nz 
5 February 2007; 2 April 2007; 4 
June 2007; 6 August 2007; 1 October 
2007; 3 December 2007 

The Ian Potter Doctoral 
Fellowship at Lizard 
Island 

To conduct research at coral reef of 
Lizard Island for Ph. D. 

Open to individuals interested in 
marine research 

2 
fellowships 
each year 
(AUS$ 
21,000 for 3 
years 

http://www.lizardisland.net.au/resear
ch/doctoral_fellowships.htm 
lizard@austmus.gov.au 
Pre-application 28 September 2007 
Full application: 13 October-23rd 
November 2007 

Third World 
Organization for 
Women in Science 
(TWOWS) Postgraduate 
Training Fellowships for 
Women Scientists 

For pursuing study higher than MSc at 
a center of excellence in the South 
outside their own country 

Female students below 40 years 
of age in Least Developed 
Countries (Training leading to 
Ph D) 

Support for 
a maximum 
of three 
years 

http://www.twows.org/postgrad 
31st July 2007 

 
III. AWARDS 
Name  Main Focus Eligibility Budget Web link and Deadline 
BP Conservation 
Programme  
Future 
Conservationists 
Awards 

Project involves recognized global 
biodiversity conservation priority at the 
species or site level 
1. Develop the knowledge, skills and abilities 
of team members;  
2. Implement a focused, high-priority 
conservation project combining research and 
action;  
3. Contribute to long-term success of local 
conservation efforts; and  
4. Contribute to education and awareness of 
local stakeholders. 

China, India, Indonesia, 
Libya, Malaysia, 
Pakistan 
 
Teams including 
students and local 
stakeholders 

Max: 12,500 USD 
(250,000 USD for 
2008) 

http://conservation.bp.com/ap 
plications/fcawards.asp 
bp-conservation-
programme@birdlife.org 
23rd November 2007  
(Decision Feb 2007) 

The Whitley Award 
(Whitley Fund for 
Nature) 

Biodiversity Conservation in broad sense. 
Preferably including: 
-actively involve and genuinely engage local 
community; 
-help build capacity; and  
-support community and stakeholder 
education through an ecosystem approach. 

Open but preference for 
nationals working in 
their own country, 
preferably developing 
world. 
Outstanding nature 
conservation leaders 

 (8 Awards, 1 
Whitley Gold Award) 
£30, 000 for 
continual support 

http://www.whitley-
award.org/  
 
Follow website for new 
information 
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from around the world. 
Rufford Innovation 
Reward 
 

a new, substantial project with ground 
breaking effects in conservation in the 
developing world. 

Individuals or projects 
with significant 
contribution to nature 
conservation 

Max: £50,000. http://www.rufford.org/rsg/ 
Contact josh@rufford.org 
One off grant, ongoing 

Supporting 
Entrepreneurs for 
Environment and 
Development  (SEED): 
Award 

Help young and promising partnerships bring 
their initiatives to fruition 

At least involve 3 
partners from different 
stakeholders (three 
pillars of SD: social, 
economical and 
environmental) 
 

Comprehensive 
package of tailor-
made services. 

http://www.seedinit.org 
15 October 2006 
(Given out every two year) 

 

Asia-Pacific 
Millennium 
Development Goals 
Media Awards 

Millennium Development Goal "the Best 
Documentary Contributing to Conflict 
Resolution" 

Asia-Pacific 2,000- 7,000 USD  
(3,500 USD each) 

http://www.aibd.org.my/  
7 April, 2008 
 
joecarlos@aibd.org.my 

Man And Biosphere 
(MAB) Young 
Scientists Awards 

Interdisciplinary research in line with 
UNESCO's (MAB) Programme, addressing 
ecological and sustainability issues 

Global 5,000 USD http://www.unesco.org/mab/b
ursaries/mys.shtml 
30 April 2007 

Asia Pacific Network 
for Global Change 
Research 
ARCP Programme 
CAPaBLE Programme 

The APN enables activities that generate and 
transfer knowledge on the physical and human 
dimensions of change in the Earth System 
with a focus on:  

1. Climate  
2. Ecosystems, Biodiversity and Land Use  
3. Changes in the Atmospheric, Terrestrial and 

Marine Domains  
4. Use of Resources (such as food, water, 

energy, materials) and Pathways for 
Sustainable Development  

5.Cross-cutting issues and Science-policy 
linkages  

APN approved 
countries. Asia Pacific 
Region 

Average 40,000 USD  http://www.apn-
gcr.org/en/callforproposals/cfp
07.htm 
Pre-proposal due June 2007 
Full proposal by 31 October 
2007 (Follow the website) 

World Challenges BBC-
Shell  

Project to find individuals or groups from 
around the world who have shown enterprise 
and innovation at a grass roots level. 

Global US$20,000 grant for 
winner, US$10,000 
for nr 2 and 3, yearly 

http://theworldchallenge.co.uk 
5 Feb until 6 May 2007 
(nomination) 

World Bank 
Development 
Marketplace(DM)Grants 

A competitive grant program that identifies 
and supports emerging development ideas. 
These small-scale projects should have the 
potential to be expanded or replicated 
elsewhere.  
Focus 2007 Health 

Global and country  
development innovators 

Max: 50,000-200,000 
USD (Global) 
5,000-25,000 
(Country) 

www.developmentmarketplac
e.org 
DMinfo@worldbank.org. 
12 February  - end of March 
2007 
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IV. BILATERAL FUNDING (not exhaustive list but a selection relevant for the region) 
Name  Main Focus Web link 
Australia The Australian Government 
Envirofund 

Conserve biodiversity and promote sustainable 
resource use 

http://www.nht.gov.au/envirofund/index.html 

Canada Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) 

Technical assistance in environmental economics and 
urban environmental management is helping to 
increase expertise and regional collaboration on these 
issues 

http://www.acdi-
cida.gc.ca/CIDAWEB/acdicida.nsf/En/JUD-54142650-
PMT 

Canada 
IDRC 

Environment and natural resource management http://www.idrc.org.sg/en/ev-43438-201-1-
DO_TOPIC.html 

Denmark 
DANIDA 

Bilateral environmental assistance: environmental 
pollution and natural resources pressure 

http://www.um.dk, link to: development policy-bilateral 
assistance- environmental assistance 

UK DFID: Small Grants Scheme (SGS) Development projects-poverty reduction http://www.dfid.gov.uk/ 
link to: funding scheme 

Japan JICA Grant Aids Program: General and Fishery grants http://www.jica.go.jp/english/schemes/gran.html 
Norway 
NORAD 

Norfund: Provide investment capital to private 
companies in developing countries 

http://www.norad.no/ 

Sweden SIDA: Swedish Environ-mental 
Secretariat for Asia (SENSA)  

Environmentally sustainable development in Southeast 
Asia 

http://www.sida.org/ 
go to: English version 

France FGEF Biodiversity http://www.ffem.net 
USA 
USAID 

Environmental-Biodiversity program: Habitat and 
species conservation 

http://www.usaid.gov/ 
our work-environment-biodiversity 
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V. FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
World Bank     http://www.worldbank.org/ 
Asian Development Bank   http://www.adb.org/ 
Japan Bank for International Cooperation JBIC http://www.jbic.go.jp/ 
 
 
VI. OTHER FUNDING GUIDES OR LISTS OF FOUNDATIONS 
- Convention Biological Diversity (CBD) Financial Resources and Mechanisms http://www.biodiv.org/financial/sources.asp 
- FAO Funding Sourcebook:    http://www.fao.org/forestry/cpf-sourcebook 
- Conservation Finance Alliance (CFA)  http://www.conservationfinance.org/Relevant_links/Website_Links.htm 
- Overview Funding Agencies Forests and Forest related projects 

http://www.bothends.org/service/overview_of_funding_agencies_2005.htm 
- List of funding agencies for biodiversity conservation http://www.indian-ocean.org/progfund/funding.htm 
- Database Global Philantropy and Foundation Building http://www.synergos.org/globalphilanthropy/database/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any information on relevant grants missing in this list for the Asia Pacific Region please share feedback with us to following email 
address bollen@un.org, so we can update and complete this small funding guide to the benefit of all of us 


